
 

 

 

Cervical Screening is for everyone with a Cervix 

Although cervical screening rates in many parts of Wessex are quite high, certain inequality 

groups have very much lower screening rates including ethnic minorities, LGBT+, learning 

disabilities and people with Serious Mental Illness.  

LGBT+ people face a number of barriers to cervical screening. 

Trans men, non-binary and intersex people with a cervix may not realise that they need 

cervical screening. 

If the person is registered as male on the GP record, they won’t be automatically invited for 

cervical screening.  

They may lack confidence about attending screening and health care professionals may also 

have some anxieties. 

There are a number of really useful resources to promote cervical screening awareness 

amongst LGBT+ and also about coding GP records, recalls and education for health care 

professionals.  

https://eveappeal.org.uk/gynaecological-cancers/tnbiinfo/ 

https://www.jostrust.org.uk/professionals/health-professionals/nurse-gp/trans-non-

binary 

https://livethroughthis.co.uk/resources/ 

Learning Disability - cervical screening rates in people with learning disabilities are very 

significantly below the 80% target right across Wessex with rates of only around 35% which 

puts these patients at higher risk of late diagnosis of cervical cancer. There are a number of 

reasons for low screening rates:  

- Common misconceptions about sexual activity 

- Lack of confidence amongst health care professionals to initiate conversations around 

cervical screening and to carry out screening 

- Not fully appreciating that with time and the right approach many people with learning 

disability are able to understand and consent to cervical screening 

- Not using opportunities to have a fully informed best interest meeting/decision to enable 

cervical screening to be considered if a general anaesthetic is being given for unrelated 

reasons 

There are a number of really helpful resources to facilitate conversations and support people 

with learning disability to undergo cervical screening. Wessex Cancer Alliance has an 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feveappeal.org.uk%2Fgynaecological-cancers%2Ftnbiinfo%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cstephanie.witts%40nhs.net%7C71879fde34a24801531d08db736dece8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638230688177919752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hv8rYqVbM4K2PQzuA%2BtJ7NWDmP6fgndPRwYIvUH%2FjCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jostrust.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fhealth-professionals%2Fnurse-gp%2Ftrans-non-binary&data=05%7C01%7Cstephanie.witts%40nhs.net%7C71879fde34a24801531d08db736dece8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638230688177919752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nTYJUJ1YjHtD%2BkJ%2BVqFrxdephoOqqmBTMSiH9%2FTRDog%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jostrust.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fhealth-professionals%2Fnurse-gp%2Ftrans-non-binary&data=05%7C01%7Cstephanie.witts%40nhs.net%7C71879fde34a24801531d08db736dece8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638230688177919752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nTYJUJ1YjHtD%2BkJ%2BVqFrxdephoOqqmBTMSiH9%2FTRDog%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flivethroughthis.co.uk%2Fresources%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cstephanie.witts%40nhs.net%7C7f63674229e14942c79708db736e2745%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638230689157264237%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zaOWDaT8vPTV9j2Yp4xslrwHdsue1cCLnYuOVmG%2F4T4%3D&reserved=0


 
 

ongoing education programme to support primary care clinicians around cervical screening 

in learning disability patients. Find out more about our training sessions and sign up here. 

Ethnic Minorities - uptake of cervical screening and HPV vaccination is lower in women from 

ethnic minorities potentially putting these women at increased risk of cervical cancer. 

Working with local communities to overcome cultural barriers to screening can help to 

improve screening rates. 

Serious Mental illness - people with serious mental illness can find it difficult to access 

healthcare. Cervical screening rates are very often low in this group of patients. There is an 

opportunity to encourage and raise awareness of cervical screening at the annual health 

check. 

 

Author: Dr Jane McLeod, June 2023 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mlsend.com%2Flink%2Fc%2FYT0yMjQwNjc2NjE1MTE1Nzc0MjcwJmM9ejZ3NyZlPTAmYj0xMTU5MzQ4NTI4JmQ9ajZ5NWQ3aQ%3D%3D.cOjS2faZYb7eDXuSjHp5WUuF8yEe85_0zPBULHkF_-g&data=05%7C01%7Cstephanie.witts%40nhs.net%7Cdc4afbe11fb94d37ac6f08db70bd563d%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638227730712683869%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KThilabZT1V9wNXYnCGWNuXeoauM1nudRI0aRFInE54%3D&reserved=0

